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The Kites that we flew while we marched in the parade were not just decorations, they represent the demi-god Māui,
who in Hawaiian history created the first kite. Māui was known for many great exploits, some of them specific to the
Wailuku River. In the book, Legend of the Wailuku from 1920, some of these moʻolelo are shared. Here is a part of the
moʻolelo of Māui and his kite:
“Time hung heavy on his hands. Uneventful days of quiet had fallen upon the land. Adventure seemed to be in hiding, and no
exploit invited to service this active youngster's shining spear or magic club. Idleness grew more and more unbearable. So
Maui set about the construction of an enormous kite. His mother, the goddess Hina, made for him a beautiful and strong tapa,
and twisted fibres of the olona into a stout cord. From the rich red wood of the koa expert and willing hands put together a
graceful frame, and in due time the big plaything was ready. Laamaomao, having fathered the idea, manifested a keen interest
in the proceedings and had his windpots in readiness for the initial flight. Calling Ipuiki, smaller of his two windpots, into
action, Laamaomao directed a steady, gentle breeze up the gorge against the breast of the great kite, cautioning those who held
it to be in readiness to let go at the proper moment and reminding Maui to have a care lest the olona cord slip through his
hands. Gracefully the birdlike thing rose into the brilliant turquoise sky - that same sky which today so enchants the malihiniand as it tugged at the line, dipped, rose again and circled about, the thrill of it came down the cord to Maui's hands and his
delight knew no bounds.”
For our school community Merrie Monarch is a busy and exciting time of the year. Some of us are dancing hula, others
have ʻohana visiting, and many of us want to go out and support our local crafters and businesses. Over the last few
years we have adjusted our school calendar to allow for our ʻohana to participate in the many activities being offered
around Hilo. We believe this is one way we can “I Ulu i ke Kuamoʻo. I Mana i ka ʻŌiwi. I Kāʻeo no ka Hanauna Hou.”
As the Merrie Monarch Festival has grown, so too has Ka ʻUmeke’s commitment to our Hilo community and
educational partners. This year along with our ʻohana engagement activities to the Lua Pele and ʻImiloa, we also
hosted our first ever Merrie Monarch Market at our Hale Lamalama, and showed off our lupe in the paikau. Mahalo
to all the ‘ohana, haumāna, kumu, staff, and community members that participated, cheered, visited, and represented
us during the Merrie Monarch Festival.
*To read the rest of Māui’s story go to http://www.donch.com/lulhwailuku.htm
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Ka ʻUmeke Kāʻeo
Merrie Monarch Market

Yay! Our Merrie Monarch Market was happening, we had vendors sell out! With so much positive feedback
we are already looking forward to next year. What made it really special was that all the vendors were
affilated with Ka ʻUmeke Kāʻeo and we were able to share our aloha with the island community. Mahalo to all
of those that supported this event and contributed to its success.

Mei
Pō Hoʻonui ʻIke: Lauhala
Join us for Part 2 of our Lauhala
Workshop: Weaving. If you
missed the first one, no problem,
you can still participate in part 2.
We will be gathering to weave
bracelets at Pā Hoaka on Mei 16,
from 5p-7p. One adult must be
present for each child under 10 to
assist with the weaving. We need a
headcount so make sure you RSVP
to nenaauld@kaumeke.net or 9610470. A delicous dinner will be
provided.

Hōʻike and Lā hoʻohanohano
It’s that time of the school year
again. Hōʻike time! On Mei 30th
we will be holding our Hōʻike at
Sangha Hall from 9a.m-11a.m. We
will break for lunch that will be
provided for all ʻohana and
haumāna, reconvening at 11:45a.m.
for our Lā Hoʻohanohano Award
Ceremony. All haumāna will need
to be dropped off at Sangha Hall
on that morning, our campuses
will be closed. Those haumāna
that receive breakfast in the
mornings will be served at the hall.
Pick up in the afternoon will be at
their regular campus or at their bus
stops. More detailed information
for that day will be forthcoming.

